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Memories Frozen in Time

Technology has empowered us across all aspects of our lives and
people today are able to branch out into many different areas that
interest them. Design is one such area that has become more readily
accessible in recent years and many people have been able to unleash
their creativity.

On the other hand, more and more people are now willing to give up a
stable salary to pursue a dream of their own, and various cafes and
bistro by aspiring entrepreneurs have sprung up across town. In this
issue of Utopia, we uncover a charming little café that is able to
craft out an imaginative space within a small footprint.

Nestled in the charming township of MacPherson, LJJ Café is a quaint
establishment filled with nostalgia, befitting its home in one of
Singapore’ s oldest residential district. Named after the owner Liang

Jia Ji, the interior decoration highlights the strong desire to bring



things back to basic with many elements of yesteryears.

The ceiling and floor are bathed in shades of grey that is
reminiscences of an era bygone and extremely resistant to dirt. In
contrast, the wall is filled with various decorative items such as
posters and vinyl record sleeves seeped strongly in Nanyang flavours.
The wooden plaque standing proudly at the storefront is a throwback
to the sixties and seventies where such plaques are ubiquitous. Liang
also decided to do away with any interior partitions so as to create
a more spacious feel within such a small shop space.

However, a wide open space like this is not very suitable or crowd
control and hence the designer installed an eye—catching red pseudo
“iron draw gate” modelled after the traditional gate that used to
be highly popular. While not a real gate, it helps in creating a
partition in the most natural way.

Simplicity extends to the furniture choice as a selection of simple
square tables jive well with the interior design while enabling very
flexible seating arrangements.

The hanging lights are styled after those commonly found in street
food stalls back in the 1970s and 80s which help complete the
nostalgic eatery touch.

It is interesting to note how a little thought can go a long way
towards creating a cohesive and attractive theme. Using old posters,
vinyl sleeves or childhood board games can effectively evoke the

sense of nostalgia and complete a space.



